Ideally, the injection should be completed in 5 to 6 minutes and before the PMMA becomes too viscous to allow reinsertion of the stylus. This is not always possible, but is preferred to avoid the risk of leaving a "needle cast" or a "cement tail", within the soft tissues, as the needle is removed with the adherent cement (Fig. 1) . In the event that the reinsertion cannot be achieved, great care should be taken to dislodge the adherent PMMA cement before extracting the needle from the vertebral body (3).
